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You can test to see if Addy is right. 

 

Measure the length of a table in your hand spans and then ask a few friends to 

measure the same table with their hand spans.  

Put your results in this table:  See if you agree on the answer.  

 

Name Measurement of length of table in hand spans 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 

Leg lengths and hand 

spans are okay as long 

as you are measuring 

just for yourself, but 

things get difficult when 

you give your 

measurements to other 

people. 

Tell me Addy, why do we need to 

have standard units like metres and 

grams? 

 

What's wrong with leg lengths and 

hand spans? 

You mean they 

might have longer 

legs or shorter hand 

spans? 

Yes, that's right. 

Your desk may be 

10 of your hand 

spans long, but only 

8 of your friend's.  



 4601-01    Why standard units?                                      
Free resources from Mathsblog in association with www.mathsgogogo.co.uk    © Mathsgogogo 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If possible, check your results with your friends to see how accurately you are 

measuring. 
 

Object Measurement in centimetres 
  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Object Measurement in metres 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

On this pages, I would like you to 

measure things using metres, and 

centimetres. 

You are going to need a set of rulers. 

Choose some things to measure in centimetres. 

Put your results in the table below. 

Now choose some things to measure in metres. 

Put your results in the table below. 


